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1111 ZOth Street, N.W.
Washtngton, D.C. Z0036
(ZOZ) 658-5175

CONNISSIONERSI
Thomas C. Brennan
Douglas E. Coulter
Nary Lou Burg
Clarence L. James, Jr.
Frances Garcia

May 1, 1980

Mr. Jonathan Strong
Ripsaw Records
121 N 4th Street
Easton, PA 18042

Dear Mr. Strong:

Thank you for your letter of April 22, 1980 expressing your views
on the royalty rates for making and distributing phonorecords'. I
have given the other commissioners a copy of your letter and we

will take your views into consideration next week when the hearings
begin regarding this matter.

Thank you for taking the time to write the Tribunal.

Sincerely,

4v.
Mary Lou Bu g
Chairman



April 22, 1960

KECQoEDDS
121 N. 4TH ST., EASTON, PA. 18042 (215) 258-5990

NEW YORK OFFICE: SJ, 320 W. 39TH ST. 10001 (212) 584-3246

Ilary Lou Burg
Chairman
Copyright Royalty Tribunal
1111 20th Sto p MoUo

LIashir~tonp LG 20036

2ear Ghair~n« Burg,

bo are a very mall independent record. labelo There are many like ua in the busi-
ra .ap but our survival rate is not high, Mevertheleaap vx serve an import~nt func-
tion for the industry by introducing reer artists and r=tr songs by unlmo~m. aonmrritors,
Xn our own case pro have released, four singles in tho past 16 months, including four
previously unpublish=d songs by two unknoprn sonxrritera. k intend. to release
another single in the n3xt month ~rhi ch also rrill have one song on it by an unknown
son~rriter

Xt is our ozperienco that ~&bile sonmrritera who are beginning in the business 'rould
love to zmke a ~~ royalty rate right off the bat, thoy axe primarily interest d. in
gettin acme exposure for their works and buildi~~ a reputation in th3 industry so
that they zight find. more retrarding zarketsp i,e.p bigger record companies with
lmo~rn artists, for th ir songs later on.

Por the zany emll independent companies such aa ours, which are constantly on the
odge of survival, to b= required. to pay the propsed. sonmrriter royalty rates of 6r+~
8i~ of the retail price of phono~ph records would b tantamount to tolling ua-
QG OUT OI BUSEIQSSo 'I'lhilo this might benefi't the established son prri terap vre b lieve
it, would be hanXul to the zany beginning sonmrritera and. would ~rork to th= detriment
of the industry as a wholep as it would result in the industry tending to lr much
less dynamico

'«'(e axe not opposed in gen=ral to sonmrriters receiving much more for thoir works and.
the pleas of the major record ce~~aniea regarding their financial trials and tribu.-
lations do not ovolm any synpathy fro~ us, aa they do their b=st to stifle companies
such as ourso Ue believe, however, that a sonmrriter'a royalties should increase in
siss as the success of a record, of his or her song is eotablishsd, Por exanplep we
b.lieve th= current rate is fair until a record company sells a certain number of
copiea of the record., say 40,000, at which tice a higher royalty rate, say 6z~ of the
retail price, trould. be required.o Th=re could be one break point as in the examplo
or sevoralo Ue b=lieve that such a step system. ~rould b= the fairest;ray of insuring
that sonmritera get the better remuneration they deserve for their worzs uithout
eliminating th= zany companies such as ours;-rhich ao often provide th= entryway into
the industry for so zany aonmrriters.

Thanl. you for your consideration of our vie~ra

Sincerely,
Jonathan Strong


